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Pastors  
Corner 

What is Epiphany?  
As we enter our liturgical time after Epiphany, the 
journey of the wise men often strikes me as analogous to our own 
journey of finding the Christ child. We practice forgiveness and gener-
osity. We try to put the needs of others first. 
  
So what is Epiphany teaching us, then? The Feast of the Epiphany - 
this ancient and important part of our Christmas cycle ɀ is revealing 
the mystery of the light and of the manifestation embodied in the star 
and the magi.  
 
The kids helped hand out chalk so that parishioners might partake in 
a tradition of writing the initials of the three wise men over the door-
way. Typically the first mark is the century since Christ's birth, fol-
lowed by the initials of the magi (traditionally named Caspar, Mel-
chior and Balthasar), and finally the year. Crosses alternate between 
the numbers and initials. So this year, the marking is:  

20 + C + M + B + 12  
 
Although I saw these markings in houses around Europe, this will be 
ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÈÁÔ )ȭÖÅ ÍÁÒËÅÄ ÍÙ ÄÏÏÒ×ÁÙȢ  
Interestingly the CMB also symbolizes the phrase Christus mansionem 
benedicat, which translates as  

"may Christ bless the house."  
 
Seeing the marking above my door each day will be a good reminder 
of the journey: that I must always seek Jesus. Get all the blessings you 
can this beautiful season! 
                                      Pastor Lydia 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

 

If you would like Offering 
Envelopes for 2012 please 
call the office  356-2027 



United Methodist Women in Mission Work 

Our Friends at Home 

Alberta Bone 
Harold Corum 

Carrel Dutt * No mail please* 
Alpha Higdon, Stella Ireland 

Pat Lowe, Ruth Johnson 
Ray Money 

 

Our Military  

If you would like to these lists 
please let the church office know by 
email or give us a call. 

The UWM ladies served a 

lovely Christmas dinner to 

the congregation after ser-

vices on December 18th.  

Ham and all the trimmings , 

drinks, salads and lovely 

desserts were enjoyed by 

all.  Thank you to all for 

your hard work to make it a 

special event.  All nut orders 

have been delivered, and 

hopefully you are all enjoy-

ing cookies, cakes and can-

dies from them.   

 

Over 600 pounds of nuts 

×ÅÒÅ ÓÏÌÄȢ  ! ÂÉÇ ȰÔÈÁÎË 

ÙÏÕȱ ÔÏ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ 

helped with sales, pur-

chased them and helped de-

liver.  Again a huge thank  

ÙÏÕȱ ÔÏ $ÏÒÏÔÈÙ *ÁÒÍÏÎ 

Prayers for Our Friends and Family 

Prayer List  

Harold Corum.  
Tammy Gilmor,    

Alice Moore, Harvey Moore,  
Jim Ireland,  Dawn Wiseman 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
  1-Bonnie Graham  
13-  Ardis Creel                                       
15-  David Propst                                           
16-  Jane Hefflinger 
26-  Bill Wiseman 
28-  Vernon Warner 

 
BIRTHDAY CHALLENGE 

You're welcome to join!  Just give 

a check for the amount of your 

age on your  birthday, and we'll 

add you to the list.  

January Birthdays 

from Agape who is always 

there to load and unload 

ÔÈÅ ÂÏØÅÓȢ  7Å ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÄÏ 

it without her help. 

 

Best Choice labels have 

been sent in, but do not 

quit saving them.  We will 

continue collecting them 

again this year.  Please try 

to being them weekly so we 

can keep them counted and 

batched.  Our  monthly 

meetings will resume on 

January 22, 2012.  Election 

of officers will be held at 

that time, and since I will 

be during in my duties 

over to a new secretary, 

Kim Fogliani, this will be 

my farewell article to you.   
 

It has been a pleasure to 

serve you these last few 

years 
 

òThe happiness of 

your life depends on 

the quality of your 

thoughtsó   
 

Love and blessings to all 

Sue Jones,  

Secretary/Sunshine 



Vineyard Church 

The Vineyard Church has been 
meeting in our sanctuary and 
church building for  almost 24 
months.  They have decided to 
start a Sunday morning church 
and will no longer be using space 
in the church for worship services 
and bible studies.   

Pastor Tim thanks us for the  use 
of the building and wishes First 
UMC  a wonderful 2012.   

How much do you know  
                   about January?? 

 

January is National  
Eye Care Month 
Hot Tea Month 

National Blood Donor Month 
National Braille Literacy Month 

National Hobby Month 
National Soup Month 

National Staying Healthy Month 
National Thank You Month 

Oatmeal Month 
 

Most of the world uses the Georgian calendar, which 
has January as the first month of the year. It is 
named for Janus, a Roman god. Roman legend has it 
that the the ruler Numa Pompilius added January 
and February to the end of the 10-month Roman cal-
endar in about 700 B.C. Pompilius gave the month 
30 days. Romans later made January the first month.  

In 46 B.C., the Roman statesman Julius Caesar added 
a day to January, making it 31 days long. The Anglo-
Saxons called the first month Wolfmonth because 
wolves came into the villages in winter in search of 
food.  

In the northern half of the world, January is the 
coldest month. Nature is quiet and the birds travel 
less. The woodchucks and bears sleep day and night, 
in hibernation. The plants are resting, waiting for 
the warmer temperatures of the Spring. In the 
southern half of the world, January is the warmest 
month. Animals are very active, and plants are grow-
ing.  

 

JANUARY QUOTE  

Ring out the old, ring in the new,  

Ring, happy bells, across the snow;  

The year is going, let him go;  

Ring out the false, ring in the true.  

Condolences  

To the family of Alma Corum. 
 

Her funeral was held here at the 

church on Saturday December 

18th.  Our condolences to her fam-

ily and friends.   

If you would like to give a memo-

rial in honor of Alma you can mark 

your check with  

ñAlma Corum memorialò  

SCI 

Small Church Initiative will have a 

gathering in Columbia on January 

14th and 15th.  Please pray for the 

safe travels of the leaders attending.  



5413 Blue Ridge Cut Off 
Raytown, MO 64133 
816-356-2027 
Email: raytownfirstumc@sbcglobal.net 
Web:  www.raytownfirstchurch.org  

FIRST UNITED METHODI ST CHURCH OF RAYTOWN  

To all the persons 
who purchased 
poinsettias for the 
sanctuary this holi-
day season.   

It made the sanctuary smell and 
look great! Thank you to Jean and 
Clara for watering them each 
week! 

 

THANK YOU! 

To Alan Bozich for calling Bingo 
for the White Elephant Bingo 
Game in December,  It was a fun 
afternoon!  Thank you Alan! 

Toothpaste has many uses! 

Å Clean chrome: Shine sink fixtures (rub over faucets with a wet 

sponge) 

Å Eliminate cooking smells: Remove garlic or fish odors from 

your hands 

Å Polish silver: Clean silver jewelry in a pinch 

Å Banish blemishes: Get rid of a pimple 

Å Soothe skin: Relieve itch from a mos-

quito bite. 

Note: Toothpaste comes in many formu-

las ð gel, whitening, baking soda. It's 

best to use a dab or two of the regular 

white paste 
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