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December 2011 

Pastors Corner Join Us  
December 25th  

at 10:30 a.m.  
for our  

Christmas Day  
Worship Service.   

God is With Us   
We all need good news. Especially we need good news 
during this economic uncertainty, social instability and 
political turmoil. 
 
7ÈÁÔ ÅÌÓÅ ÄÏ ×Å ÎÅÅÄȩ 7Å ÎÅÅÄ ÊÏÙȟ ÎÏȟ ×Å ÎÅÅÄ ȰÇÒÅÁÔ 
ÊÏÙȦȱ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÏÆÆÅÒÓ ÕÓ ÂÏÔÈȢ !Ô ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ 
is the "good news of a great joy." What can be better 
than good news of Immanuel coming into the world? 
)ÍÍÁÎÕÅÌȟ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÅÁÎÓȟ Ȱ'ÏÄ ÉÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓȢȱ 
   
The only way to hear the good news of a great joy is not 
to be ashamed of the gospel. As long as we keep Christ 
first while going through our Christmas activities, we 
×ÏÎȭÔ ÌÏÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ 
season. 
   
As long as we remember to love God with all our heart, 
our mind and our soul, and love our neighbors, as long 
as we focus on others, we can experience great joy. 
Don't focus on who or what you don't have. Focus on 
the needs of others and strive to love them. Give your-
self away to others this Christmas. 
   
Take the initiative, just as Christ took the initiative to 
help and save us. Brighten someone's Christmas with an 
invitation to dinner, a gift, a personal note, a phone call, 
a listening ear, or financial aid. Use your godly imagina-
tion! Do this and see if much of your sadness doesn't 
fade away. 
 Merry Christmas,      
  Pastor Lydia 

All Church  

Christmas Dinner  
sponsored by the United 

Methodist Women will be  

December 18th     following 

Worship.  

 

Ham, and Rolls will be 

served.  Please bring a side 

dish, salad or dessert to 

share. Drinks will be       

furnished. Please sign up 

on the bulletin board so 

the UMW  

can get  

a count  

Thanks! 

Agape Christmas Program  
Cookie Walk and Santa Claus 

Agape Christmas Program 10 a.m. 

 

Cookie Walk begins at 11 a.m.  

 

$7 Per pound for cookies, bars or candies. 
 

If you would like to donate 

cookies, candies or bars 

please see the sign up sheet on 

the bulletin board outside the 

church office.   

 

*All funds will go to Agape Learning Center*  

Afternoon  
Christmas Party 

Afternoon Christmas Party 

 

Wednesday 14th  

2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

We will have good  

fellowship, snacks & desserts.  

 

Bring a friend and  

a White Elephant Gift  

per person.   

 

See you there! 



United Methodist Women 

Our Friends at Home 

Jim Allen, Alberta Bone 
Alma & Harold Corum 

Carrel Dutt * No mail please* 
Alpha Higdon, Stella Ireland 

Pat Lowe, Ruth Johnson 
Ray Money, * No mail please 

 

Our Military  

 
If you would like to add or remove 

people from these lists.  
Please call the church office. 

! ")' ȰÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȱ ÔÏ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ 
who helped us reach our goal 
of 3,000 Best Choice labels! 
Our second nut order has 
been received and delivered.  
We sold a total of 565 pounds.  
4ÈÁÔȭÓ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÄÅÌÉÃÉÏÕÓ ÃÏÏËȤ
ies, cakes, candy and pies!  
 
Thanks to everyone for your 
support.  Mary Williamson, 
Arlene Bunce and Clara Fisher 
have made two trips to       
Spofford recently to   help 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

in Mission Work 

 

A beautiful Thanksgiving dinner, 
with all the trimmings was served 
to the entire congregation on Sun-
day,   November  20th. Thank you 
to all who came and helped .   
 
The UMW met on November 27, 
2011 with 17 members present.  A 
delicious meal was served before 
President Dawn Wiseman opened 
the meeting. 

Prayers for Our Friends and Family 

The past month  

148 Items were donated to R.E.A.P. 

Thank you for your  

generosity this season. 
 

Thank you to Judy Somer-

ÈÉÓÅÒȭÓ !ÇÁÐÅ #ÌÁÓÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ 

donations to REAP.  You 

went above and beyond. 

Mission and Outreach 

Prayer List  

Harold Corum. Alma Corum, 
Mae Bell Clay,  Tammy Gilmor, 
Mike Gilmor, Becky Hefflinger, 

Alice Moore, Harvey Moore,    

Poinsettia Orders 

This year the poinsettia orders 
need to be in by Sunday Decem-
ber 4th.  Poinsettia Order Forms 
are outside the church office 
please fill it out and enclose 
your check, made  payable to 
the church.   
 

0ÏÉÎÓÅÔÔÉÁȭÓ 
are  

$10 each. 

with mailings.   
 
Our women will serve the congre-
gation a Christmas dinner after 
church on December 18, ham and 
all the trimmings.  All are invited 
to come and enjoy! 
  

Ȱ7ÈÅÎ 3ÁÔÁÎ ÉÓ ËÎÏÃËÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÙÏÕÒ 
ÄÏÏÒȟ ÊÕÓÔ ÓÁÙ Ȱ*ÅÓÕÓ ÃÁÎ ÙÏÕ ÇÅÔ 

ÔÈÁÔ ÆÏÒ ÍÅȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅȩȱ 
 

 

Holiday Blessings to all, 
Sue Jones  Secretary/Sunshine 

Advent Sermon Series 

December 4  JOY Sunday Giving Up on Perfect, Luke 1:30-31, 34 

December 11  PEACE Sunday Scandalous Love, Hosea 3:1 

December 18  LOVE Sunday Jesus' Wish List, Matthew. 25:40 

December 25  Christmas Day By a Different Road,  Matthew 2:11-12 

Advent is a liturgical season observed in many Western Christian 

churches as a time of expectant waiting and preparation for the 

celebration of the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas. Advent marks the 

beginning of the Western liturgical year and begins on Advent 

Sunday, the fourth Sunday before Christmas Day, Dec. 25. For 

Christians, the season of Advent serves as a reminder both of the 

original waiting by Israelites for the birth of the Messiah, and the 

waiting by Christians for the return of Christ.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent_Sunday
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent_Sunday


Card Box    

DOROTHY STANLEY and ALPLHA HIGDON  have 

joined the birthday challenge. Thank you! 

December Birthdays 
  13- Julie Tynon 
  13- Dorothy Stanley 
  13- Susan Via 
  13- Austin Wegley 
  17- Christine McKinney  
  17- Tyler Westervelt  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Birthdays 

The Christmas Card Box is in the Narthex, 
please feel free to use the card box as a way                                  
ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ 3ÅÁÓÏÎȭÓ 'ÒÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ  ×ÉÔÈ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȢ   

No Stamps needed.   

Check your box each week to see 
if you have mail!  

Harvesters Volunteering 

12/4   Stewardship Campaign Ends  

  Poinsettia Orders Due  

12/10  Agape Christmas Program 10 am  

  Cookie Walk 11 am  

12/14  Afternoon Christmas Party  

12/18  All Church Christmas Dinner  

  following worship  

12/21  Harvesters Volunteering  

12/25  Christmas Day Service  

01/01/12  New Years Day Service  

Wednesday December 21st the church and the 

school age kids in Agape will be volunteering to 
sort food at Harvesters Inc.  We will meet at the 

church at 9:30am to head over to Harvesters.  
We will sort food until noon and return to the 
church.  If you are interested in going to Har-

vesters with the church and Agape Learning 
Center please let the church office know at 816 -

356 -2027.  Thank You for your time.   

Mark Your Calendar 

December 3rd 

-ÅÎȭÓ "ÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔ ω ÁÍ 

 
First Saturdays- Open House  

11 am- 12 pm 

Everyone is invited for Lunch!  

Chili and all the fixings will be served!  

volunteers are needed! *See Pastor Lydia 

 
 

First Saturdays 

A Christmas Blessing  
During this Christmas season, 

May you be blessed  

With the spirit of the season,  

which is peace, 

The gladness of the season, 

which is hope, 

And the heart of the season, 

which is love 

 

Somehow, not only for Christmas 

But all the long year through, 

The joy that you give to others 

Is the joy that comes back to you. 

And the more you spend in blessing 

The poor and lonely and sad, 

The more of your heart's possessing 

Returns to you glad. 
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5413 Blue Ridge Cut Off 
Raytown, MO 64133 
816-356-2027 
Email: raytownfirstumc@sbcglobal.net 
Web:  www.raytownfirstchurch.org  

FIRST UNITED METHODI ST CHURCH OF RAYTOWN  


